LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
the cerebral convolutions. It is because the individual
self stands against the background of the universal self,
and the All-aware Being is the ground of our individual
conscious life and awareness, that the Infinite Spirit is the
dearest of the dear to us. Otherwise, the physical vesture
would have absorbed, at all stages of the life-functioning,
the sub-conscious desire for it.
To Vijaykrishna, therefore, "it was a consummation
devoutly to be wished", for, with the spontaneous over-
flow of • the Bhakti-teeling in him so manifest in his
Mysticism of Karma, he could now give himself up to the
Being, Who is the source and substratum of life in Nature
and Man. Nature was not conceived as separate entity,
not extramental, but seeing her meant seeing God, and
the correlation of Man and Nature with the Ultimate Being
was realized both in unity and difference. To offer him-
self up to the feet of God with a sense of helpless
dependence ("Cry,—clinging Heaven by the hems") was
ever Vijaykrishna's perennial delight, and for this
he submitted himself to this Yoga-discipline, which
etymologically means 'yoke' or training oneself. And
really, even this Yoga-sadhana was a training preparatory
to Lila-sadhan for him. As soon as there is the realization
that the A tman prompted by Love {Anandam} has
performed a sacrifice of joy which is this universe, so that
all things animate and inanimate, not excluding a marble
pillar from which issued forth the Lord of Prahlada, are
but part and parcel of the Atman in self-limitation, the
Sadhaka treads upon the ground of Lila. The Atman has
appeared in plurality for enjoying but Himself. For
Vijaykrishna, this was the key that could "open the gate
of joy". He at last came to his own after many
wanderings, but he "came unwearied in that service" with
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